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Article Summary: Definition of Politics
Based on Lasswell’s definition of politics as who gets what, where, when and how, the article “Half of registered Texas voters turned out in 2018 just 12% turned out this year” highlights the reasons why voter turnout has been overwhelmingly low in the past recent years. According to Samuels and Adeline (2019), voters, voter turnout in 2019 was very low compared to the previous years. Even though it was a little higher than 2017, 12% of voters who turned up to cast their votes depicts the voter perception towards the leaders they elect. The article highlights that some communities weighed on important local issues that affected them that may have impacted their turnout. Based on Lasswell’s definition, the voter turnout continues to reduce because people are feeling that they are not getting what they want where they while politicians are using them to get what they (politicians) want.
However, for important changes like amending the constitution, voters are required to put their voices through voting. The voting in Texas has been majorly based on what the voters want; that explains the fluctuations in the voting over the years. For example, the turnout in 2015 was higher than normal because of the legislative proposals with property taxes (Samuels & Adeline, 2019). In 2005, 18% of the registered voters turned out to vote because of the writing ban on same-sex marriage into the state’s constitution (Samuels & Adeline, 2019). This year, more than 2.2 million turned up to vote for proposition concerning same-sex marriage.
Therefore, voting has always been about what the voters want and the issues that concern them in their communities. This explains the reason why voter turnout fluctuates every year because every election involves a different issue. Based on Lasswell’s definition of politics, the political process in Texas is mainly influenced by the issues that affect the locals who vote.
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